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THE MICROSCOPY OF DIUNK1NU WATER
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Birge calls the region
above the transition
zone, or thermocline,
the u epilimnion," and
that below it the " hy-
polimnion."
Within the circula-
tion zone the water
moves horizon tally under
the influence of the wind,
and vertically by con-
vection. It is also well
aerated and almost de-
carbonated. In the stag-
nation zone, however,
the horizontal currents
are very slight and the
vertical currents negli-
gible. Then the condi-
tion of the dissolved
gases may be reversed,
oxygen being depleted or
exhausted and carbonic
acid increased. Hence
the region of rapid tem-
perature change is a
transition layer in more
ways than one, in tem-
perature, density, vis-
cosity, movement of the
water and condition of
the dissolved gases.
Classification of Lakes
According to Tempera-
ture. - Lakes may be
divided into three types,
according to their surface